SHROPSHIRE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Registered Charity : No. 1003557

Accounts for the year 1st October 2006 to 31st September 2007

INCOME

_________________________________________

Subscriptions 
full members 
£   2,100.00


associates
£
 96.00

(basic BDI inc. in subscriptions £210.00)

Additional BDI

£      154.60

Oswestry capitation

£
253.00

BKQ

£
252.00

Beecraft

£
540.00

Raffles, teas, etc.

£
104.16

Apiary

£
    -

Donations etc.

£
  42.00

Tax Refund

£
538.15

Bank int.etc.

£
264.83

Sundries

£
108.20

_________________________________________


Total Income 
£    4,452.94
EXPENDITURE

_________________________________________
Newsletter

£
480.57

Misc. and stationery

£
170.60

BDI

£
359.10

BBKA

£
1,529.00

BKQ

£
266.00

Beecraft

£
513.15

Speakers and room hire
£
196.80

Apiary

£
725.07

Honoraria

£
120.00

Donations

£
    -

Sundries

£
166.49

_________________________________________


Total Expenditure 
£
4,526.78

Excess of expenditure over income £73.84

The largest single continuing item of our expenditure remains stationery and Newsletter with costs totalling £480.57.  This is a significant reduction on last year thanks to use of the internet facility

This year we have also incurred significant nonrecurring costs at the apiary, although we anticipate that there will be a continuing need to update certain items of equipment each year to maintain this essential element of the Association’s function.

Bank interest and Gift Aid continue to make a significant contribution to our income

The BBKA has changed its accounting period and increased its precept to £13.00  This means that we should raise

18 months precept in this year to stay viable.  I have agreed to pay our precept in instalments and this reduces

the need for any increases slightly.

I therefore have to propose that the Full Member subscription increases to £22.00 but that

Associate Membership remains at £8.00

Ralph Palmer dec’d fund:  The total asset of this fund remains at £412.00
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Asset Report:

The Association’s funds are held at ALLIANCE & LEICESTER Commercial Bank, Bootle.

Every effort is made to retain the majority of “funds” in the interest earning CAPITAL RESERVE

account.

Bank accounts as at 10th October 2007

CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT
£ 
7170.45

CURRENT ACCOUNT
£ 
  522.31

total 
£ 
7692.76
unpresented cheques
deduct 
£
  502.16

additionals to accounts 
GIFT AID 
£
  538.15

nett addition 
£ 
    35.99

total financial liquidity : 
£ 
7728.75
NB. No valuation has been made in respect of the Association’s bees, hives and sundry other equipment.

Apiary Report, 2007 Season 

presented by R Swallow at Shropshire Beekeepers Association AGM 10th October 2007.

The season did not start well as despite the administration of Oxalic acid by vapouriser in December & January, as the damage to the colonies had already been done at the latter end of the 2006 season due to the presence of resistant mites when over- wintering bees were still in brood.  At the start of the 2007 season only two colonies had survived, the high losses being an experience sadly shared with many other beekeepers.

Efforts were made to recover from this setback but again there were problems due to colonies becoming queenless.  Replacement queens were not immediately available due to the poor weather conditions in June & July that prevented satisfactory mating.  Two of the colonies were united and then further united with a colony of my own that was queen-right.  This created a large queen-right colony as a source of brood in all stages and young bees for the introduction of the new queens.  When the arrival of the new queens was imminent this colony was split up to provide several nucleus colonies to receive them, the remainder being split back into two colonies.

Four queens were obtained from a Cheshire beekeeper, Mr Graham Royle, which were introduced successfully via the nucleus colonies referred to above and have proved to lay well and possess a suitable temperament for the purpose of examination by new beekeepers.

The apiary was grateful to receive the generous and kind gift of a colony from Peter Bound which went on to produce some honey.

The lack of available colonies then caused problems in starting the beginners course which had to be delayed until the colonies with newly introduced queens had been given adequate time to settle down.

As the season drew to a close approximately 56 lbs of honey were extracted and put in tubs which I shall be asking the committee for a decision regarding its sale.

Little in the way of costs have been incurred apart from the provision of Ambrosia for feeding and the purchase of Varroa mite treatments, both of which I have supplied to the apiary at its cost to me.  I have posted a note of this to Roger Evans which is still in the care of Royal Mail due to the current dispute.  The breakdown is: 

Ambrosia feed
(100 litres)
£131.00 

Varroa strips
(two packs)
£  32.92 (including a proportion of the postage)

 

£163.92

All eleven Association colonies were treated as I had two spare strips from uniting two of my own colonies avoiding opening another pack.

All the colonies have been made ready for winter.  They have been checked to be queen-right, fed and queen excluders removed.

Post Script

During the course of the season I have been cleaning the hive parts and frames from colonies at Radbrook apiary that died out last winter and got them ready for re-use.  There is still some work to be done to make the Langstroth and Dadant hives ready for occupation.

There is also a considerable amount of work to be done and expense to be undertaken in the 2008 season, especially with the purchase of the six colonies at Attingham from Emlyn Roberts.  The hives at Attingham are in very poor condition and I have already replaced one brood box using a spare from Radbrook.  In my opinion we will need to renew all the hive parts including frames and foundation.  At Radbrook some colonies need new frames and all need foundation replacing.  Many colonies contain mixtures of frame types which cause difficulty in manipulation.

Finally, I would like to thank Peter Bound for his help and also putting up with my forgetfulness when I failed to turn up at the apiary, and also thank Roger Evans for his help and encouragement.

