SWARM CONTROL USING A NUC

Equipment needed: 4, or 5—frame nucleus hive + frames of comb/foundation to fill it.

Step 1: As soon as occupied queen cells are discovered.

Find queen and remove her, on a frame of (mostly) sealed brood + bees. Remove any queen cells from this frame after checking that there are others in the hive.

Put frame + queen in nucleus.

Add a second frame of mostly sealed brood, if wished + a frame of food + another l or 2 

frames of comb (preferably) or foundation.

Shake in sufficient young worker bees to ensure that there are enough to cover the brood.

Close up the nucleus. Put green grass in the entrance if it is to remain in the same apiary.

Check through the parent colony.  Mark frames containing 2 or 3 good, unsealed, queen cells with a drawing pin.

Close up the frames in the brood box and till the remaining space with frames of comb or foundation.

Remove any sealed queen cells (Although, to use this method, the old queen must still be present so there should not be any.)

Step 2: 1 week later.

Go through parent colony and remove any emergency queen cells.

Select l of the cells previously marked and remove the others.

Close up the hive and leave strictly alone until queen is mated and laying.

Advantages of the method

Colony remains strong throughout.

Old queen is kept safe and is available if the new queen does not succeed.

The old queen in the nucleus quickly comes back into lay and her brood can be put back into the parent colony.

The method involves minimum time and lifting.

The nucleus is available to use for other procedures later, or can be united back to the original colony.

Disadvantages

You have to be able to find the queen easily.

The nucleus may grow very quickly, so monitor it carefully.
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